“The Power of the Gospel”

“He must become greater and greater, and I must become less
and less.” John 3:30 (NLT)
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The MESSAGE:
The Power of the Gospel

“But Saul was going everywhere to destroy the church.
He went from house to house, dragging out both men and women
to throw them into prison.” Acts 8:3 (NLT)

The Gospel is appropriated by FAITH.

“Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was
eager to kill the Lord’s followers.” Acts 9:1 (NLT)

“For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the
power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew
first and also the Gentile. This Good News tells us how God
makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished from start to
finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, ‘It is through faith that a
righteous person has life.’” Romans 1:16-17 (NLT)

“I used to believe that I ought to do everything I could to oppose
the very name of Jesus the Nazarene. Indeed, I did just that in
Jerusalem. Authorized by the leading priests, I caused many
believers there to be sent to prison. And I cast my vote against
them when they were condemned to death. Many times I had
them punished in the synagogues to get them to curse Jesus. I
was so violently opposed to them that I even chased them down
in foreign cities.” Acts 26:9-11 (NLT)

“This letter is from Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, chosen by
God to be an apostle and sent out to preach his Good News.
God promised this Good News long ago through his
prophets in the holy Scriptures. The Good News is about his Son.
In his earthly life he was born into King David’s family line, and
he was shown to be the Son of God when he was raised from the
dead by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, God has given us the privilege[c] and authority as
apostles to tell Gentiles everywhere what God has done for them,
so that they will believe and obey him, bringing glory to his name.
And you are included among those Gentiles who have been called
to belong to Jesus Christ. I am writing to all of you in Rome who
are loved by God and are called to be his own holy people. May
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and
peace.” Romans 1:1-7 (NLT)

The MAN:
The Apostle Paul
(an example of the Power of the Gospel)
“This letter is from Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus . . .”
Romans 1:1 (NLT)

“I was circumcised when I was eight days old. I am a pure-blooded citizen of Israel and a member of the tribe of Benjamin—a real
Hebrew if there ever was one! I was a member of the Pharisees,
who demand the strictest obedience to the Jewish law. I was so
zealous that I harshly persecuted the church. And as for righteousness, I obeyed the law without fault.” Philippians 3:5-6 (NLT)
“At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the
Son of God. All those who heard him were astonished and asked,
‘Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those
who call on this name?” Acts 9:20-21 (NIV)

Paul is an example that ANYONE can be saved,
that NO ONE is beyond the reach of the Good
News of the Gospel.
“This is a true saying, and everyone should believe it: Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners—and I was the worst of them
all. But that is why God had mercy on me, so that Christ Jesus
could use me as a prime example of his great patience with even
the worst sinners. Then others will realize that they, too, can
believe in him and receive eternal life.” 1 Timothy 1:15-16 (NLT)

