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“You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad,
and you have no excuse! When you say they are wicked and should be
punished, you are condemning yourself, for you who judge others do
these very same things. And we know that God, in his justice, will punish
anyone who does such things. Since you judge others for doing these
things, why do you think you can avoid God’s judgment when you do the
same things? Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient
God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his
kindness is intended to turn you from your sin?” Romans 2:1-4 (NLT)
“For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged,
and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
Matthew 7:2 (NIV)

1. Outward appearance is more
important than the inner reality.

“When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with
him; so he went in and reclined at the table. But the Pharisee, noticing
that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was surprised. Then the
Lord said to him, ‘Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup
and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.”
Luke 11:37-39 (NIV)
“You who call yourselves Jews are relying on God’s law, and you boast
about your special relationship with him. You know what he wants;
you know what is right because you have been taught his law. You are
convinced that you are a guide for the blind and a light for people who
are lost in darkness. You think you can instruct the ignorant and teach
children the ways of God. For you are certain that God’s law gives you
complete knowledge and truth. Well then, if you teach others, why don’t
you teach yourself.” “You who call yourselves Jews are relying on God’s
law, and you boast about your special relationship with him. You know
what he wants; you know what is right because you have been taught his
law. You are convinced that you are a guide for the blind and a light for
people who are lost in darkness. You think you can instruct the ignorant
and teach children the ways of God. For you are certain that God’s law
gives you complete knowledge and truth. Well then, if you teach others,
why don’t you teach yourself?” Romans 2:17-21 (NLT)
“The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7 (NLT)

2. Rituals are more important than a
relationship.

“The Jewish ceremony of circumcision has value only if you obey God’s
law. But if you don’t obey God’s law, you are no better off than an uncircumcised Gentile. And if the Gentiles obey God’s law, won’t God declare
them to be his own people? In fact, uncircumcised Gentiles who keep
God’s law will condemn you Jews who are circumcised and possess
God’s law but don’t obey it.” Romans 2:25-27 (NLT)

3. Being seen by others is more
important than serving God.

“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be
seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in
heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be
honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in
full.” Matthew 6:1-2 (NIV)

4. Rigid rules are more important
than love.

“The Lord says, ‘These people come near to me with their mouth and
honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship
of me is based on merely human rules they have been taught.”
Isaiah 29:13 (NIV)

5. Heritage is more important
than the heart.

“You who call yourselves Jews are relying on God’s law, and you boast
about your special relationship with him.” Romans 2:17 (NLT)
“For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish parents or because you have gone through the ceremony of circumcision.”
Romans 2:28 (NLT)
“I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them
worthless because of what Christ has done. Yes, everything else is
worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as
garbage, so that I could gain Christ and become one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. For God’s way of making us right
with himself depends on faith. I want to know Christ and experience the
mighty power that raised him from the dead.” Philippians 3:7-10 (NLT)

